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We would like to take this time to thank you
for the privilege of being able to serve your investment

and insurance needs this past year and to wish you

and your loved ones a joyous holiday season.

We look forward to being able to continue our service to you

in a new year filled with happiness, good health and prosperity.

Your friends at the GSB Financial Resource Center.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

Many of our locations are planning celebrations for you to enjoy this Holiday Season.
Please check with your location to find out dates and times.

Happy Holidays from all of us at Guaranty State Bank & Trust  Company
BELOIT • 201 S. Mill • 785-738-3501

BURR OAK • 121 S. Main • 785-647-6621
ESBON • 501 Grand • 785-725-3663

GLEN ELDER • 101 S. Mill • 785-545-3211
JAMESTOWN • 301 Walnut St. • 785-439-6224

JEWELL • 120 S. Wash. • 785-428-3241
ROSSVILLE-LPO  • 152 W. Anderson • 785-738-3501

SMITH CENTER  • 133 S. Main • 785-282-6641
TIPTON • 509 Main St. • 785-373-4135

www.guarantystate.com
Toll Free: 888-738-8000



Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good.
His love endures forever.

PSALM 136:1

We are taking a break for the holidays from our 

discussion of trustees and executors to turn our 

focus on Thanksgiving and Christmas. When we 

think of the history of Thanksgiving, thoughts bring 

to mind a number of different things for different 

people. Some may recall childhood images of 

Pilgrims in square hats and square buckles on their 

shoes carrying a “blunderbuss”. History buffs, may 

recall the violent and bloody events surrounding the 

early Thanksgivings of our nation as well as costly 

Civil War victories in Vicksburg and Gettysburg 

which prompted President Lincoln to officially 

designate a national day of Thanksgiving. The true 

events and the myths of Thanksgiving have become 

blended together like my mashed potatoes and 

gravy at Thanksgiving dinner.

Thanksgiving, today, means different things to 

different people. It is often the first time farm 

families have a chance to take a break from 

planting, harvesting and taking cattle to the sale 

barn. For some families, it’s an opportunity to take 

a moment’s break from the hectic pace of work 

and school activities. It gives us time to pause for 

a moment and focus on what truly matters to us.  

We take the time to remind our loved ones how 

much they mean to us. It’s a time when we can 

count our blessings. We don’t turn a blind eye to 

the physical and emotional hurt in the world around 

us or even our own hurts. 

But Thanksgiving reminds us 

to stop and be thankful for 

where we live and what we 

have been given. 

I turn on the nightly news and am reminded each 

time, what a blessing it is to be in rural Kansas in 

the United States of America. I have the blessing 

of owning a home and a ranch where I don’t live in 

daily fear of my family’s safety.  School children can 

safely walk to school each morning. Over coffee, 

we are free to openly argue about politics and 

religion without fear for our lives.  

Financially, I have to admit I take a lot for granted.  

A recent study on income classes around the world 

showed 88% of Americans live in upper-middle to 

high income, compared to the rest of the world. 

(World-wide, middle income is $10-$20 per person 

per day.)  71% of the world’s population has income 

of less than $10 per day.

Life in America is far from perfect, but the Lord has 

truly provided us much to be thankful for. I hope 

we all take a moment to give thanks this season 

for the good things we have and tell the ones who 

matter most to us how much we care about and 

appreciate them.

Shannon McDowell
VICE PRESIDENT & TRUST OFFICER

Without counsel plans fail, but with many
advisors they succeed. PROVERBS 15:22

Because Life Is More Than Money

One hundred years old!! Guaranty’s hundredth 
birthday is coming up January 23, 2022. On 
January 23, 1922, Guaranty State Bank was 
“born” with the merger of two separate banks 
– American State Bank and Mitchell County 
State Bank – both located in Beloit. Over the 
next few years three other separate banks were 
merged into Guaranty State Bank – Beloit State 
Bank, German National Bank, and Mitchell 
County Farmers Union Bank. Then from 2002 
through 2019 seven more banks that were 
previously operating solo were merged into 
Guaranty - Burr Oak State Bank, State Bank 
of Esbon, Traders State Bank of Glen Elder, 
Jamestown State Bank, Citizens State Bank of 
Jewell, First National Bank of Smith Center and 
Tipton State Bank. Kind of like a family starts 
as a couple and then grows, so the family of 
Guaranty Banks has grown from two to 12.

Just as God merges people He created as 
individuals into families, He also causes 
businesses to be established to serve Him 
and His people. Colossians 1:16-17 reads, 
“For by Him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through Him and for Him. And He 
is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together.” Like all people, businesses and things, 
Guaranty was created by God for Himself and 
He holds it together. 

Because Guaranty is God’s creation and 
because God owns it and maintains it for His 
use, this is Guaranty’s statement of purpose – 
“…to glorify God and be all it can be for Him. 
Since He owns everything and is Sovereign 
over all things, Guaranty is all His to use as 
He sees fit. Guaranty glorifies God by helping 

others. Guaranty will be 
good for its employees 
and their families. That 
means Guaranty will 
pay wages and salaries 
and fringe benefits that are just and fair. 
Guaranty will be good for its owners earning 
profits for the appropriate amount of capital 
plus a competitive return on owners’ equity.  
Guaranty will be good for its customers. That 
means meeting customers’ financial needs in 
a manner that is attractive and satisfying to 
customers and draws in new customers. The 
Bible is our operating manual guiding us in 
how to do these things. In fulfilling our purpose 
Guaranty endeavors to think and act biblically.”

Another guiding verse for business plans is 
Proverbs 16:3. It reads “Commit your work 
to the Lord, and your plans will be established.” 
One comment on this verse I studied read, 
“When you create a business idea and plan and 
share it with God, He can make sure that you 
accomplish it.” 

Farms, banks, and all other businesses are 
created by, owned by and maintained by 
God. Our job is to be faithful tenants of these 
businesses.

I look forward to celebrating God’s creation of 
Guaranty in 2022. You will be hearing about the 
celebration plans over the next several weeks.
 
Happy giving thanks and celebrating God’s 
creation, ownership and maintenance of all 
people and all businesses. 

Doug Johnson
 PRESIDENT

Happy Thanksgiving!


